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Basic Data Presentation 
Principles

Scott Furois

Research and Analysis Manager

MT Office of Public Instruction

Division of this Presentation

• Microsoft Excel features (2003/ 2007) to allow 
b tt d t l ti f f th t tibetter data evaluation for further presentation

• Some principles of data presentation to focus 
a presentation
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Excel 2003 Data Tools
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Pivot Charts & Pivot Tables
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Pivot Charts of different types
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Excel 2007 Pivot Chart
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Pivot Charts of Different Types
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Excel 2003PivotTable
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Excel 2007 Pivot Table
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Initial 2003 Pivot Table
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Adding to 2003 Pivot Table
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Adding Elements, Excel 2007
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Ribbon Items for Pivot Tables 
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Ribbon Items for Pivot Charts
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Chart and Table Presentation 
Principles

• 4 Ideas of Conversation (and presentation)

– Quantity – How much to put into a chart or table

– Quality‐ Nothing false; nothing you cannot 
support

– Relevance‐ Focus a slide/ table/ chart

– Manner
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An example, from the Montana 
NCLB Report Card
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Questions/ Comments?

• Contact

– Scott Furois, Research & Analysis Manager

• sfurois@mt.gov; 444‐3545

– M&A website (for statewide education data): 
http://www.opi.mt.gov/Reports&Data/Measurem
ent/Index.html

– Montana NCLB Report Card: 
http://www.opi.mt.gov/Reports&Data/Index.html
#gpm1_9
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